
  

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 07 – 17.06.2014 

DECISION TO RETURN 15,000+ DISCRETIONARY MEDICAL CARDS 

 We welcome the government’s announcement today to return more than 15,000 discretionary 
medical cards, back dated to July 2011. That this can be done on an administrative and not 
legislative basis is also welcome, and will speed the return of cards to many of those that had them 
withdrawn. 
 

 However, approximately 22,000 discretionary cards were withdrawn over the intervening period. 
The remaining 7,000 refer to people who may not have engaged fully with the review process for 
whatever reason, due to the severity of an illness, stress etc. 
 

 We are very concerned and would suggest it is inevitable that a substantial number of seriously ill 
children that had their cards withdrawn, will remain without a medical card following today’s 
announcement.  
 

 The HSE have detailed a “mercy” provision for such people. It is inappropriate for those that are 
seriously ill to have to plead their case; the onus should be on the HSE to identify such cases and 
make first contact. Further, the language used is extraordinary, consistent with the ‘poor house’ 
type rhetoric that runs right though the 1970 Act itself. 
 

 In our release yesterday, we referred to the correspondence from a parent whose son was refused 
a medical card late last year. Her son never had a medical card & as such falls outside any of the 
provisions to return medical cards. This family is now 7 months on from their son's diagnosis. Their 
story is a clear example of the strain the existing application process puts parents under.  
 

 It seems clear now from today’s press conference that nothing has changed for that family and 
many more like them. There will be no temporary provision for those that are currently in the 
middle of their first application or those that will be diagnosed with a serious illness over the 
coming months.  These parents are trapped under the terms of the existing system and it seems 
will remain so – they are at breaking point.  
 

 We are again appealing to both Minister Reilly & the HSE to introduce temporary measures that will 
immediately improve the application process for new applicants and accommodate those children 
living with serious illness or congenital conditions. We will be making a further submission in that 
regard. 
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