
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 05 / 06.06.2014:  

MEETING WITH: MINISTER JAMES REILLY & MINISTER ALEX WHITE 

DR. AMBROSE MCLOUGHLIN, SECRETARY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  

MR. JOHN O’BRIEN, DIRECTOR GENERAL, HSE 

MR. JOHN HENNESSY, NATIONAL DIRECTOR of PRIMARY CARE, HSE 

We welcome Minister Reilly’s invitation to meet earlier today with the intention of bringing clarity to the 

rapidly evolving situation around discretionary medical cards and the move towards a medical need based 

system. 

Minister Reilly fully acknowledged the hurt and distress that has been caused to so many over recent years 

and made a fulsome apology to all the representative groups present. We would like to acknowledge his 

sincerity & commitment to expedite the introduction of the new framework while also moving quickly to 

deal with those that have lost their medical cards.  

 As is now public knowledge, any medical card currently under review or appeal will be reinstated 

immediately; many have had their cards activated earlier this week. In addition any discretionary 

medical card falling due for renewal, will be automatically renewed pending the introduction of the 

new framework. 

 Regarding those discretionary cards previously withdrawn; where no appeal was in process or 

undertaken, the minister committed to identify & reinstate medical cards for all those affected 

within a number of weeks, ‘by the summer at the latest’…. ‘with the minimum of upset or 

interference’. No contact is required from the individuals affected, once identified, the HSE will 

write to those concerned and inform them that their card is being reactivated. 

 We pressed the issue of all those children that will be diagnosed today or tomorrow  and appealed 

to the Minister & HSE that some provision be found to accommodate serious cases in particular,  

until the new framework comes to fruition.  The Minister noted our request, and the HSE 

undertook to ‘flex’ the existing system as much as possible to accommodate new medical card 

applicants.  We await the detail of any provision that can be made for these children and their 

families. 

 We underlined that any stand-alone list of conditions as recommended by the expert panel will be 

unable to take account of the full spectrum of extremely rare conditions that exist. We put forward 

that in addition to whatever list is established, provision should be made to grant full eligibility to 

conditions that are perhaps at this point little known, but clearly of sufficient magnitude to warrant 

a full medical card.  John O’Brien of the HSE expressed his hope, that in addition to a core list of 

conditions, the characteristics of a condition would also be taken in to account, and while not 
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wishing to pre-empt the deliberations of the expert panel, would be happy to see such an outcome 

from its deliberations. 

 We are concerned that the terms of reference of the expert group as outlined contain no such 

indication, focusing narrowly on establishing a list of medical conditions in order of priority.  

 It is essential that the characteristics and implications of a condition are taken in to account in 

addition to a core list of illnesses & we will be making a full submission in that regard. The ultimate 

outcome must be a system that will automatically grant full eligibility in the first instance to all 

those diagnosed with a serious illness or a serious congenital condition, for the duration. 

 A single patient representative is to form part of the panel of 23 experts. We submitted that a 

single representative is insufficient and indeed given the number of representative groups, 

amounts to a somewhat overwhelming role.  

 Down Syndrome Ireland suggested that a NCSE focus group be established to support the single 

patient individual representative. We welcome their suggestion and hope to play an active part.  

 John O’Brien of the HSE stated the need for the expert panel to report back by September at the 

latest so that Phase 1 of the medical need framework can be costed and become part of the 2015 

budgetary estimates process. It was clear to us that cost would be a key factor in concluding which 

illness or conditions become part of the first phase. 

 While we accept that costing is an inevitable part of the process, ultimately it is within 

government’s gift to prioritise and target resources overall. All those in Ireland diagnosed with the 

most serious conditions and illnesses should be an absolute priority in terms of resources and 

spending.  Their welfare should be paramount and notwithstanding the current financial position of 

the state, the priority afforded to these people, and particularly to our children, is the mark & 

measure of the government and indeed the nation as a whole.  

Tomorrow we bring our campaign to Cork City & will be at Daunt Square from 10.30am. We very much 

welcome what is a sea change in health policy but are keenly aware that there is a long way to go to bring 

it to fruition, and of all those that are coming to terms with the reality of an appalling diagnosis right now.  

We will do all we can to engage positively with the Minister, the Expert Panel & the HSE but will also 

continue to bring our campaign message around Ireland, to garner public support, to swell the numbers 

that have signed our petition well beyond 60,000 and to provide the most seriously ill children in Ireland 

with a voice.  
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